
Saint Ignatius’ College Riverview student, Nick Hovey, a Year 12 student was the clear 

choice to be leading the 564kg Maine-Anjou steer, Red Heart Maverick, when it placed 2nd 

in the ring in the Open Heavyweight Class at the 2009 Royal Easter Show in Sydney. 

 In 2008, Nick, a member of the Maine-Anjou Society and Primary Industries student at 

Riverview, was put in contact with Mr. Dougal Pottie of Red Heart Stud, Gunnedah. Nick’s 

genuine interest in the breed impressed Dougal, who kindly agreed to donate a steer to the 

College. This was the first time that Red Heart had a steer shown at the Royal Easter Show 

and all are delighted with the 2nd place finish. 

Although big, Maverick was a friendly, docile and favourite amongst the Riverview boys. 

You will find Maverick’s carcass results attached to this newsletter. 

Riverview Shines at Royal. 
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Snippets 

The first shipment of embryos has arrived 

from France and hopefully calves will be on 

the ground towards the end of 2009. 

Doug and Lucille Hargrave have been holiday-

ing in Canada and visiting a Maine-Anjou 

breeder, so watch the next newsletter for a 

story. 

We wish the Jones family all the best for their 

new bundle of joy due 2nd July. 
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Secretary’s Desk 
Agendas for this meeting will be sent out on the 13th 

July 2009 and please read carefully as there will be some 

motions for you to consider before the AGM. 

Once again we will have a site at Elmore Field Days in 

October where we will have our new banners and infor-

mation pack on display. 

I have also attached some pedigrees and information on 

the French Bull’s that are now available through our 

Society. So if you are interested please drop me a line to 

find out more.  

Also I would like to say a special thank you to our news-

letter publisher, Sandra, as she has a baby due in 4 days 

but was happy to get this out for us before the added 

addition and mayhem hit her. We will update everyone 

in the next newsletter on how mum and dad are surviv-

ing the ordeal. 

Welcome to our June Newsletter and firstly I must congratu-

late everyone involved with Maverick the steer. Maverick 

placed second in his class at Sydney Royal recently. Read 

more about these results in the newsletter. 

Beef Australia has been and our stand was well patronized by 

farmers from many areas of Australia as well as people from 

China, Malaysia and Canada to name a few countries. You will 

find an article with more detail in this issue. 

Also don’t forget the competition we are running for mem-

bers. This is a form of carcass competition where members 

send in the weights of cattle they sell over the hook, with 

proof of weights needed, and at the end of the year winners 

in each category will receive a free registration. The catego-

ries are Bull, Female and Steer. The competition runs from 

1/2/09 until the 30/11/09. So get your entries in and you might 

be a lucky winner. 

Our AGM is coming up in August and by now you will have 

received your nomination forms for vacancies on the Board. 
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Mary Carew kindly sent me this report on Bendigo 

National Beef that was held during May 2009. 

Our judge, Leanne Neilson, was great. She was knowl-

edgeable about Maines and their attributes. She spoke 

very favourably about the type of cattle exhibited by 

Dalwood Lodge and Marandoo Farm because of their 

modern type and their suitability in today’s market. In 

selecting the Supreme Exhibit she said it was almost 

too close to call!! The cattle shown by these two 

studs were of a high standard and a credit to our 

breed. 

The cattle were sashed by our South Australian sup-

porters in Sandy and Norm Joppich which was much 

appreciated by us. 

Doug did a great job assisting his son Michael in pre-

paring and showing his cattle. Doug’s brother Rob 

was also on hand to help with the cattle. We were, as 

usual, helped by Belinda Egan who has been around 

our cattle since her school days. Belinda was thrilled 

to parade Treasure and get Reserve as she had done 

the same with her dam—Rainbow. 

We had a great time at Bendigo—lots of talk and 

laughter (good company!). It was great to catch up 

with Sandy and Norm, a quick trip by them that was 

much appreciated by the exhibitors. Please take note 

that Norm is also good at handling cattle too!!! 

 

BENDIGO RESULTS. 

Heifer 8 and not over 12 months. 

1. Marandoo Farm Treasure—Marandoo Farm. 

Heifer 12 and not over 15 months. 

1. Marandoo Farm Trinket—Marandoo Farm. 

Heifer 18 and not over 20 months. 

1. Dalwood Lodge Sarah 2nd—Dalwood Lodge. 

 

CHAMPION JUNIOR HEIFER—DALWOOD 

LODGE SARAH 2ND 

RES. CHAMPION JUNIOR HEIFER—

MARANDOO FARM TREASURE 

 

 

Bendigo Show Results. 
Heifer over 24 months and not over 36 

months. 

1. Dalwood Lodge Nell—Dalwood Lodge. 

Cow over 36 months. 

1. Marandoo Farm Mellie—Marandoo Farm. 

 

CHAMPION SENIOR  FEMALE—

MARANDOO FARM MELLIE 

RES. CHAMPION SENIOR FEMALE—

DALWOOD LODGE NELL 

 

Bull 24 and not over 30 months. 

1. Marandoo Farm Spark—Marandoo Farm. 

Bull over 30 months. 

1. Dalwood Lodge Conan—Dalwood Lodge. 

 

CHAMPION SENIOR BULL—DALWOOD 

LODGE CONAN 

 

RES. CHAMPION SENIOR BULL—

MARANDOO FARM SPARK 

 

SUPREME MAINE– ANJOU EXHIBIT—

DALWOOD LODGE CONAN 

 

RES MAINE-ANJOU EXHIBIT—MARANDOO 

FARM MELLIE 

 

GROUP OF THREE ANIMALS— 

1. Dalwood Lodge 

2. Marandoo Farm 

 

BENDIGO STEER RESULTS. 

A Maine-Anjou steer was exhibited by Dalwood 

Lodge at Bendigo and finished 5th in the carcass class. 

He weighed 538kg live and dressed out at 325.5kg 

with a dressing percentage of 60.5%. He had a rump 

and rib fat depth of 9mm and 8 mm respectively and 

EMA of 80. 
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The farms in this issue are that of the Patrice Ouary and the research 

centre and school called INRA. 

Firstly, I will tell you a bit about the farm owned by Patrice and his 

family where we had lunch along with other French breeders before 

inspecting the herd. Patrice is the National President of the Maine-

Anjou Association in France. It was here that the Australian contin-

gent presented the French Society with a plaque for their centenary. 

The plaque was organized by Joe and Bobby Connelly and was made 

form good old Aussie timber. Let me tell you there was a lot of com-

munication back and forth with France to make sure we could get it 

into their country. 

Patrice’s family began farming in 1985 and he took over 

in 2004. In the last 10 years he has built new sheds and 

hopes to house all cows in winter to feed for conven-

ience. He presently spends 2 hours a day feeding and 

replacing the straw in the sheds. The farm is 136 hec-

tares of which 107 hectares are pasture, 14 hectares of 

maize and 15 hectares of cereal. All of which is used on 

the farm. He runs 100 breeding cows and has a total of 

300 head on the farm. 

Continued on the next page…………………. 

The French Trip. 
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Upcoming Events. 
JULY 2009 

 

South Australian Junior Heifer Show. 

 

AUGUST 2009 

 

8TH—Maine-Anjou Society Ltd AGM. 

 

OCTOBER 2009 

 

6-8TH—Elmore Field Days. 
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Since January ‘08, 82 calves have been born of which 3 were caesareans (1 from a 15 month old heifer). He uses double 

muscle bulls in the herd and buys 3 replacement bulls consisting of 1 non double muscled bull and 2 doubled muscled bulls. 

They also AI 50 cows a year and join all heifers to a non double muscled bull and maybe on their second calf. But after that 

uses double muscled bulls on all cows. Patrice has two calvings a year and all cows calve in sheds which have cameras in 

them for monitoring which saves going out to check cattle in pad-

docks as well as saving time for other things. Calves are weaned off 

the cows in pens beside each other in a shed and after 1 week the 

cows are moved out into the paddocks. Bulls to be kept are 

moved out of the shed and into smaller paddocks but the bulls to 

be sold for meat remain in the shed till they are sold. The feed 

ration is a mix of silage, maize and hay at lib but in the last 8 weeks 

leading up to slaughter the cattle are taken off the above ration 

and placed on a mixture of barley, beetroot, lucerne and pasture 

hay. 

The next farm I will tell you about is the research centre, INRA. It 

is on this farm, just outside Angers, that the school ESA (which 

stands for 

Ecole Superior Agriculture or in English the Superior School of Agri-

culture) has its practical side run. They also have a campus in Angers. 

As well as teaching and research they also provide professional con-

sulting for farmers. The farm is where students come for practical 

studies and it is here that research is carried out in animal genetics. 

The school has 3,000 students, of which 150 are Agricultural Engineer-

ing students and their research programme revolves around the Maine-

Anjou breed and AOC Maine-Anjou. They currently have 5 lecturers 

and this will be increased to 7 next year. 

The farm is fully government funded and at the end of the research, 

they are going into twinning which has two years to run, the farm will 

be sold. It is obvious in France that the government heavily subsidies 

agriculture and gives breed societies a lot of assistance.  

The INRA farm is 70 hectares in size and is all pasture. They employ 4 people on the farm for general outside work and 

looking after the 120 cows. They have 4 sheds or barns and each 

shed can house 40 cows. All cows calve in the shed and when the 

cow is getting close they attach a birthing belt that goes around the 

cows belly and sets off a beeper, which the farmer wears, when con-

tractions begin. Presently, they have about 25% of the cows having 

twins and they cross cows that have twins with bulls from dams that 

have produced twins. They use ultrasound at ovulation to detect 

multiple ovulations and of the twins born 90-99% are not found to 

be identical. They have found that it is only 1:1000 of the female 

calves that will not breed and believe that this problem only pre-

sents itself in the last 8 weeks of pregnancy when there could be 

closeness of the placenta in the uterus of the male and female calf. 

They have two calvings a year during March/April and September/

October. All cows having twins are assisted whether they need it or 

not and to date they have not had to perform any caesareans on 

cows having twins. 

Continued on the next page……………………………….. 
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The table below compares the growth rates of twin and single calves. 

 

M A I N E - A N J O U  

The table below shows birth and growth weights for single and twin calves. 

 MAINE-ANJOU CROSSES 

 Single Twins T—S Single Twins T—S 

Gestation 287.7 282.1 - 5.6 285.9 280.4 - 5.5 

% Placenta 

Retention 

8.7 (3.5) 25 (12.5) + 16.3 (+9.0) 3.1 (3.1) 40 (20) + 36.9 

(+16.9) 

Calving In-

terval 

369 380 + 11 366 376 + 10 

 MAINE-ANJOU CROSSES 

 Single Twins T—S Single Twins T—S 

B/W 

M 

F 

 

55.0 

53.5 

 

43.6 

41.2 

 

- 11.4 

- 12.3 

 

51.2 

48.8 

 

41.6 

38.7 

 

- 9.6 

- 10.1 

P210 

M 

F 

 

310.8 

284.6 

 

289.1 

263.7 

 

- 21.7 

- 20.9 

 

330.3 

294.4 

 

307.3 

263.6 

 

- 23.0 

-30.8 

Calving Age 29.1 months  29.5 months  
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This year our Society had a stand at Beef Australia in Rockhampton with the idea of placing the breed in front of the world 

as well as the local market and I’m pleased to say that it appears to have been a great success. The weather was fantastic 

and everyone was enjoying the sunshine, as Queensland is just coming out of its wet season and looking for a bit of sun. 

We have had enquiries from Malaysia, China and all states of 

Australia. The site was visited by people from Canada, USA, 

New Zealand, France, Queensland, NSW, South Australia, 

Victoria, Western Australia as well as the to countries men-

tioned above.  

The stand was attended to by Doug, Lucille, Norm, Sandy, 

Bobby, Joe and yours truly. We were busy the whole time 

but still able to give each other time off to have a look at 

what was happening around the ground. 

Beef Australia is a large Field Day, that has in excess of 

100,000 people coming through that are totally focused on 

the agricultural industry and in particular cattle. They have a 

massive led show with cattle coming from all states to be 

part of this great event. They also have steer classes which 

are hotly contested over the duration of the show. Some 

breeds have their own marquees and have cattle on display from different studs. The cattle facilities leave our southern 

shows for dead and hopefully next time we will be able to be a part of the show scene up there. 

By the way the secretary suggests you ask a couple of our 

knowledgeable breeders that were up there about the other 

heifers that were on parade…………. 

Queenslanders sure love this event. A lot of new ideas have 

come out of going to Rocky, so come along to the AGM and 

find out more. 
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Advertisements. 

UANDI MAINE ANJOU. 

Producing easy care cattle for today’s market. We 

have for sale a number of females of all ages and a 

yearling bull. 

Contact Roger French on (02) 63655500 or  

0428 677 011 after 5pm. 

 

WEST INLET MAINE ANJOU. 

For sale 8 registered and commercial yearling bulls 

that are well grown and from a Johne MN3 herd. All 

cattle are eligible to travel to any state. Transport can 

be arranged if necessary.  

Priced from $2,000.00 to $4,000.00 per head. 

Shortly you will be able to see these animals on our 

website,  www.beachsideretreat.com 

For further details contact Chris or Janette on (03) 

64581350. Email: westinlet@tassie.net.au 

 

BPC MAINE ANJOU. 

If you’re looking for full blood genetics go no further 

than BPC. For further information contact  

Barry Jones on (02) 4869 3339 or  

Email bazbang@hotmail.com 

 

BEACHSIE RETREAT WET INLET, 

TASMANIA. 

Luxury self catering cabins overlooking secluded beach 

in north west Tasmania. 

10% discount given to members of the Maine Anjou 

Society Ltd. 

See www.beachsideretreat.com or email 

westinlet@tassie.net.au or telephone Janette on (03) 

6458 1350. 

 

FOR SALE 

10 Maine Anjou/Poll Shorthorn cows with June/

July calves at foot and rejoined to a Genestar tested 

bull. From a Johne tested MN3 herd. 

Priced from $900 to $1,000 per head. 

Contact Chris or Janette on (03) 6458 1350 or 

Email: westinlet@tassie.net.au 
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C/- Secretary - Lyn French 

PO Box 2537 

ORANGE  NSW  2800 

Phone: 02 6365 5500 

Fax: 02 6365 5599 

E-mail: frenchfamily1@bigpond.com 

MAINE-ANJOU SOCIETY LTD 

Member’s List 

ôMaking Money Through Efficiencyõ 

Want to know more about 

Maine Anjou????Check us out 

on the web. 

www.maine-anjou.com.au 

NSW MEMBERS  

B Jones, Bowral (02) 4869 3339 

D & R Robertson, Timor (02) 6546 8007 

DS Robertson, Timor (02) 6546 8123 

D Pottie, Gunnedah (02) 6742 4206 

KW Roberts, Booker Bay (02) 4341 0509 

RH & L French, Huntley (02) 6365 5500 

S Jones, Orange 0413 970 598 

G & R Severin, Brocklesby (02) 6029 4280 

P Cooper, Cudal (02) 6364 2015 

Dubbo College Senior Campus, Dubbo (02) 6882 4655 

E Peffer, Molong (02) 6366 8240 

N Hovey, St Ives (02) 9144 3004 

VIC MEMBERS  

PK & PA Caldwell, Tinamba (03) 5145 1486 

DA Hargrave, Yan Yean (03) 9716 2973 

AF & ME Carew, Eurack (03) 5234 6316 

T & JA Christensen, Glengarry (03) 5192 4325 

G Dyson, Panmure (03) 5567 6342 

M Hargrave, Yan Yean (03) 9716 2973 

R Hargrave, Flowerdale (03) 5780 1508 

QLD MEMBERS  

JD & M Connelly, Oakey (07) 4691 1155 

CD Mills, Wallumbilla (07) 4623 4357 

The Scots PG College, Warwick (07) 4666 9811 

SA MEMBERS  

NJ & SF Joppick, Naracoorte (08) 8762 0180 

L & J Pfeiffer, Strathalbyn (08) 8536 3721 

WA MEMBERS  

JP Topen, Bullsbrook (08) 9571 1200 

TAS MEMBERS  

CAH & JM Bishop, Stanley (03) 6458 1350 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES: 

NOVEMBER ISSUE             15.10.2009 

MARCH ISSUE                     15.02.2010 

JUNE ISSUE                          15.05.2010 
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