
In June of this year, Lucille and I toured the Canadian Rockies and did a 7 day cruise to Alaska. 

The Alaskan wilderness and its glaciers are truly a magnificent sight and the Canadian Rockies has 

to be one of the most beautiful landscapes God has ever put on this earth! The stunning pano-

ramic views of snow capped mountains in the back drop of pristine emerald lakes are indeed jaw-

dropping sights. 

After our 21 day tour, we then travelled to Saskatchewan, the cattle country of Canada. Gary and 

Sandra Graham, whom we previously met in France last year, are Maine Anjou breeders with the 

stud name Manitou. It’s a small world, I have used Manitou Loujou extensively over the years and 

we finally met the breeder. The Grahams had arranged a welcome lunch for us with three other 

Maine Anjou breeders in the district. They were gracious enough to offer us to stay with them 

while we visited their ‘ranch’ as they call it over there. They run a 2000 acre property with about 

200 head of full bloods, alternating with oats, wheat and barley crops. It is a family run business by 

the father and two sons. The other breeder’s names we met were Brian and Sharon Brown from 

Rapid Creek Ranch, Bob and Janice Stenberg from Stenberg’s Maine Anjou Ranch and Jean Renton 

from Alberta Maines. The Grahams have a lovely herd of Maines . They were impressed with how 

we are attempting to deal simply and directly with the French Maine Anjou Society to purchase 

semen and embryos from France. They are happy to deal with our Society to obtain some of 

these French genetics. 

In closing, I would like to extend my condo-

lences to Lyn and Roger French and their fami-

lies on the passing of Ken Roberts. He will be 

sadly missed and his founding contribution to 

the Society will never be forgotten. God bless 

you all, our thoughts are with you at this time. 

I would also like to wish all our members and 

friends and early Merry Xmas and a prosperous 

New Year.  

Seasons Greetings,  

Doug Hargrave. 
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Snippets. 
Sadly, one of our Life Members, Ken Roberts, passed 

away in late October after a short illness. Ken will be 

best remembered for his love of the breed and talking 

to anyone and everyone that would listen to him about 

Maine Anjou cattle, even if it meant cornering them. He 

represented the breed at the World Conference in 

Canada in 1990, was instrumental in the success of 

Maine judging at Sydney Royal and numerous other 

shows around the countryside, imported the first live 

animal from Canada with Howard Young and was always 

willing to help anyone get ahead in the breed. He will be 

missed by many but has left a wonderful legacy to the 

breed. 

Congratulations to Charlie Mills on turning eighty in 

August this year. Charlie lives in Queensland and is one 

of the true characters of our Society. 

We also wish Joe Connelly well after a short stint in 

hospital. Joe is up and going again and giving Bobby 

plenty of cheek. 

Congratulations to Tim and 

Sandra on the arrival of a little 

girl, Madison Rose, born 2nd 

July 2009. 

 

We wish one of our junior 

members, Nick Hovey, all the 

best with his HSC results due 

out shortly. 

The resultant calves from the 

first shipment of French embryos are due Boxing Day at Doug 

and Lucille Hargrave’s place. So come to the open Board 

meeting 27th February and have a look at the calves. 

The second lot of French embryos were put in on Friday 6th 

November, so fingers crossed for good results. 

I hear that Alan Carew has had a minor health scare so we 

wish him all the best with his tests and back in action soon. 
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CAMPERDOWN P & A SOCIETY 

Male 25 months and over. 

 1. Marandoo Farm Spark – Marandoo Farms 

SENIOR CHAMPION MALE – Marandoo Farm Spark 

Female 13 to 18 months. 

 1. Marandoo Farm Treasure – Marandoo Farms 

JUNIOR CHAMPION FEMALE – Marandoo Farm Treasure 

Female over 25 months. 

 1. Marandoo Farm Mellie – Marandoo Farms 

SENIOR CHAMPION FEMALE – Marandoo Farm Mellie 

SUPREME CHAMPION – Marandoo Spark 

Group of three 

 1. Marandoo Farm 

Most Successful Exhibitor – Marandoo Farm 

INTERBREED. 

RESERVE CHAMPION MALE – Marandoo Farm Spark 

 

ROYAL GEELONG A AND P SOCIETY 

Bull over 20 months. 

 1. Marandoo Farm Spark – Marandoo Farms 

CHAMPION BULL – Marandoo Farm Spark 

Heifer 20 months and under. 

 1. Marandoo Farm Treasure – Marandoo Farms 

Cow over 20 months. 

 1. Marandoo Farms Mellie – Marandoo Farms 

CHAMPION COW OR HEIFER – Marandoo Farm Treasure 

GRAND CHAMPION EXHIBIT – Marandoo Farm Treasure 

Group of Three. 

 1. Marandoo Farms 

INTERBREED. 

RESERVE CHAMPION BULL – Marandoo Farm Spark 

 

ALL BREEDS HEIFER SHOW 

Heifer 16 to 20 months 

 1. Marandoo Farm Treasure – Marandoo Farms [13 in class] 

 

WARRNAMBOOL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY SHOW. 

Female under 15 months. 

 1. Marandoo Farm Ultra – Marandoo Farms 

Female 15 to 20 months. 

 1. Marandoo Farm Treasure – Marandoo Farms 

Female over 2 years. 

 1. Marandoo Farm Mellie – Marandoo Farms 

Bull over 2 years. 

 1. Marandoo Farm Spark – Marandoo Farms 

SUPREME EXHIBIT – Marandoo Farm Treasure 

Breeders Group of three. 

 1. Marandoo Farms 

 

INTERBREED. 

RESERVE CHAMPION FEMALE – Marandoo Farm Treasure 

 

COLAC SHOW. 

CHAMPION FEMALE – Marandoo Farm Treasure 

Show Results. 
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This being the last newsletter for 2009, I would like to wish everyone a very Merry Xmas and prosperous New 

Year. 

The last twelve months has been an exciting and busy year for our Society, with expansion and development of 

the newsletter, importation of new genetics from France, displays at Beef Australia 2009, Elmore Field Days, our 

new banners, promotional pens and with the announcement of our first winners in or Youth Scholarship Pro-

gramme (see Pg 5). We have also had the chance to meet and exchange ideas with the New Zealand Society. We 

are glad to be able to share our newsletter with them as well as a variety of ideas as to how we can increase the 

breed’s exposure in both countries. We look forward to continually meeting with the New Zealand members to 

exchange ideas and assist each other where ever possible. During October Kevin Sapsworth and Sue O’Brien 

came over from New Zealand and stayed at Huntley with Roger and I for a couple of days. It gave them the op-

portunity to see how our office functions, the way registrations are done and the type of promotion we are using 

to promote the breed over here. Hopefully, this will enable us to assist each other in the future. 

We have also had articles about our breed printed in ‘The Horse Down Under’ magazine (December ‘09 issue) 

and in a book published by Russell Reed of Santa Gertrudis Australia called ‘Beef Cattle Australia’. This is a 366 

page hard cover book on the history of cattle in Australia and can be purchased through Santa Gertrudis Australia 

on their website. 

I would also like to congratulate both Nick Hovey (NSW) and Emma Spaeth (SA), on being the first winners of 

our Youth Scholarship, there is an article in this newsletter on our two winners. I would also like to thank both 

Sandraman and Uandi Studs for donating heifers to these Scholarship recipients, it is greatly appreciated by the 

Society. 

Recently, I have had the Society’s members listed in the Weekly Times ‘Stud Beef 2010’ as well as a breed adver-

tisement, so keep your eye out for this feature in the Weekly Times. 

We will announce the winners of the competition we were running in the next newsletter. These members will 

get a free registration in 2010. 

Well that’s it for another year and I would like to thank everyone for the kind thoughts in the passing of Dad, it is 

greatly appreciated by my family. I would also like to thank Sandra for the great job she does on the newsletter 

and everyone in the Society for their assistance throughout the year. 

Secretary’s Desk. 
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FEBRUARY 2010 

27TH—Open Board Meeting and viewing of French embryo calves at Doug and Lucille Hargrave’s 

home. Meeting opens at 1pm. 

MARCH 2010 

4th—6th—NSW Beef Spectacular, Dubbo NSW. 

APRIL 2010 

1st—14th—Sydney Royal Show. 

MAY 2010 

19th—23rd—Bendigo National Beef Expo. 

Upcoming Events. 
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The Board is pleased to announce Emma Spaeth of South Australia 

and Nick Hovey of New South Wales as the winners of our Youth 

Scholarship for 2009. 

Emma is from Wilmington in South Australia and is currently in Year 

10 at Booleroo Central District School and is studying Agriculture as 

one of her subjects. Emma’s family have been involved in both farm-

ing and the meat side through the butcher trade, so they appreciate 

the quality of the product we need to produce to satisfy the con-

sumer. Emma is actively involved in the family farm and through her 

school the breaking in of steers and preparing them for Adelaide 

Royal.  

Emma hopes that by being involved in the maintenance, showing and 

breeding of this heifer that she will be able to pursue her interest in 

agriculture, 

particularly 

the beef 

industry, fur-

ther in life. 
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Emma Spaeth, Youth Scholarship winner from SA. 

Nick Hovey is from St.Ives and has just completed his HSC. He is taking next year off from studies and will be helping his old school, Saint 

Ignatius Riverview, with the preparation of their steers for the show season. Nick plans to further his studies at Wagga in 2011 in the 

field of Agriculture. 

Following is Nick’s essay that accompanied his application. 

‘With a Maine Anjou heifer, I would encourage students at Saint Ignatius College to show cattle. I plan to take the heifer to a number of local shows 

including Castle Hill, Campbelltown and also enter her at Sydney Royal Easter Show. An opportunity to own 

a heifer whilst I am young, gives me a basis to continue breeding in the future and also connect with Maine 

Anjou breeders that have been breeding for a number of years already. I see myself beginning a stud with 

young people to introduce the breed by working with her at the local shows and giving other youth a 

chance to take in an opportunity such as this. So far, I have competed at two Angus Youth Roundups an in 

the last four years I have been to a number of shows with school and stud cattle. My school took a Maine 

Anjou steer bred by Dougal Pottie to Sydney Royal Easter Show and I looked after him and led him in the 

ring to receive second place. My school offers Agriculture and Primary Industries as subjects and I am en-

rolled in both for my HSC. I have worked with sheep 

on properties in the central West and worked in the 

yards with cattle at Galong. 

In the future, I see myself breeding Maine Anjou cattle 

and owning my own animal nutrition or produce store. 

I would like to give back to younger people what I have 

been given by the Maine Anjou Society and donate 

steers to their schools and I would also like to mentor them’. 

The Society would like to take this opportunity to congratulate our two recipients and 

we look forward to working with them to promote this great breed. 

The heifer that Emma will receive 

as part of her scholarship. 

The heifer that Nick will receive as 

part of his scholarship. 



The French Trip . 
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Below is a table for Maine Anjou meat production on Marc Ragaigne’s farm. 
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Marc Ragaigne and his family started farming in 1988 with his parents and took full control in 1992 on 

their retirement. The farm consists of 90 hectares and they grow 20 hectares of wheat, 20 hectares of 

maize with the residue being pasture. They run 40 cows and they also produce poultry. Sixty percent of 

the farm income is produced by the poultry with the remaining forty percent from the cattle. The cattle 

are run on pasture with young bulls being fed in sheds for market. They have 4 sheds of Loue chickens. 

Each shed holds 4,300 birds. They started their first chicken shed in 1975 and then the other sheds fol-

lowed in 1979, 1987 and 1997. The chickens arrive as day olds and are fed for 84 days. At present they 

are raising chickens that fit the capon market for Christmas. These chickens are desexed roosters and will 

have a carcass weight of 4.5kg. The roosters are desexed at 1 month old with a mortality rate of about 10 

in3,000. Both the beef and the poultry produced on this farm are sold under the AOC brand. One of the 

AOC requirements for poultry is that they must have 4 sq m per chicken outside the shed for free range, 

with this area being fenced and 1 sq m to 11 chickens inside the shed. 

The AOC farms are audited by an independent auditor every year and they have an individual overseer 

from outside that comes around on a regular basis monitoring the welfare of the chickens and checking 

their feed and water qualities. 

It is also interesting to note that there is no Government subsidy for chicken production. The EU subsi-

dises according to need and at present feels that this industry does not need help. 

 ú (euro) Per Hectare 

Meat Product 1194 

Other product (subvention) 193 

Alimentary cost 231 

Other costs (vet, straw etc) 91 

Maine Anjou gross margin 984 

 Females Males 

Carcass weight 480 kg 438 kg 

Price per kilo 3.40 ú 3 ú 

Price per animal 1632 ú 1314 ú 

After lunch we went to have a look at the Bull Test Sta-

tion for Maine Anjou bulls. This station is government 

funded and the bulls that have been selected to go into an 

evaluation programme and eventually a select few into AI 

are put through this station. 

Firstly it was explained that there are 50,000 Maine Anjou 

cows in France and of these 10,000 are registered with 

the Society. They have approximately 4,250 bull calves 

born yearly. The Society carefully select 300 cows in the 

top five percent to be joined to certain AI sires. A selec-

tion panel then evaluate approximately 100 bull calves at 

weaning from which they select the best 35 young bulls 

for progeny testing and feed efficiency. 



The French Trip continued……... 
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Once in the station all bulls are fed ad lib for 4 weeks and then 

fed depending on weight for 22 weeks. The feed is dispensed 

to the animals in a feeder, that has a reader for their tag and a 

computer dispenses the exact amount of feed for that particu-

lar bull. All bulls are weighed regularly and the figures are kept 

up to date on the computer to make sure the bulls are getting 

the right amount of feed. At the end of 22 weeks the bulls are 

measured for feed efficiency and scrotal development with 12 

being selected to go into AI and the rest auctioned to farmers 

twice a year. These selected bulls are then progeny tested with 

the top four bulls joining their elite AI sires. The final four bulls 

are chosen using EBV’s and eye appraisal for confirmation. 

 

Our stand at Elmore Field Days this year had a bit of variation to the usual presentation of previous years. Instead of live cattle we ran a 

slide show of Maine cattle which was compiled from pictures taken at various farms around Australia, New Zealand and France.  

The presentation showed pure cattle as well as their use in cross breeding programs and their adaptability to suit all markets. 

The field days run for three days and we have had some good en-

quiry as a result of being there. The weather was freezing, yes that 

was the only word for it, and blowing a gale. Apparently at Elmore 

it can be hot, cold, wet or windy ad it didn’t disappoint.  

We also had the privilege of having some New Zealand Maine 

breeders visit us at the field days, and both Kevin and Sue stayed 

with us. During our stay together we discussed how the two Socie-

ties were run and we could improve their exposure in both coun-

tries. 

M A I N E - A N J O U  S O C I E T Y  L T D  

Elmore Field Days 2009. 



From across the Tasman. 
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Barrie Leslie (President NZ Maine Anjou) Report 

Hi to all fellow Maine breeders, 

We here in the Deep South have had a good spring but are waiting for some good weather in November. It is 

good to read of the Withers still breeding Maines in England and been pleased with Miroir’s performance in 

their herd. NZ Maine breeders saw a lovely Miroir heifer at Tessa Collecutt’s at the time of the Annual meet-

ing and we have a nice yearling heifer and bull calf that looks promising both sired by Miroir.  It is always excit-

ing to see new genetics on the ground. We wish the Australian’s every success with their new bloodlines from 

France and look forward to this great cattle breed showing others what it can do in the market place and in 

the show ring. 

We wish everyone a good breeding season end of year and a prosperous New Year. 

Kevin Sapsworth and Susan O’Brien’s trips to England and Australia. 

Maine Anjou breeders in England, Australia and New Zealand will be get-

ting interested in the new bulls on offer out of France. Spaghetti, Utile, 

Miroir, Raphia, show good all round breeding index.  

On our trip to England in August, Susan and I visited the herd of Tim and 

Elsa Withers at Shipton-on-Stow in Warwickshire. Tim has bred Maine 

Anjou for over 20 years, with some cows that old. He managed to miss 

the BSE out break so he has most of his herd, but only recently is he al-

lowed to send 40month cattle to the food chain, it was 30 month. Any 

older cattle must be burnt. He leases about 100 acres in two lots and 

works well with the landlord. He has used Miroir with good results re-

garding growth, and presentation. Tim’s herd is the only Maine Anjou herd 

in England and therefore there is no need to register any. Farming in Eng-

land is difficult with the main pest being in white coats and carrying clip 

boards. Prices are starting to lift and the outlook for British beef is good. 

The visits to the British Royal Show (the last one ever), and the York 

Show was very interesting and most enjoyable, with lots of different 

breeds of sheep, pigs, including some very old breeds. 

The new Bexel sheep was cleaning up in the carcass 

competitions with its double muscling. The British 

Blonde and British Blue were true to their European 

cousins, but it was a Galloway bull that took that 

overall first. The double muscled beef breeds won the 

carcass competitions.    

Meeting the Australian Maine Anjou executive Doug 

Hargrave and Lyn and Rodger French at Elmore Field 

days was certainly one of high lights of the Aussie trip. 

The discussion on NZ working closer with Australian 

Maine Anjou, with Doug, Lyn and Rodger, was enthu-

siastic and required many bottles of quality Australian 

red wine.  Lyn French is the AMA secretary and co-

ordinates the registration of cattle for ABRI.   

In my opinion it would be wise for us to work closer with Australia who has a larger base, and we could com-

bine registers if necessary in the future. Obviously the societies should operate independently, but I see social 

reciprocation as important as they are trying to keep cost to members down as are we. 

Susan O’Brien has offered to be our registrar and she is happy to use our NZ herd registration programme or 

co-ordinate with Lyn French. This role would be to check the calf returns and fix any problems before they are 

sent to Lyn, then ABRI. 

Susan and I thank Tim and Elsa Withers, Doug Hargrave, Roger and Lyn French for their hospitality and of 

course the arrangement is reciprocal if they or members are in New Zealand.   Another trip to France was 

discussed in late 2010 after calving. The three pictures were taken in England, Australia and New Zealand.   

Can you work out which is which.  
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Advertisements. 
UANDI MAINE ANJOU. 

Producing easy care cattle for today’s market. We 

have for sale a number of females of all ages and in 

2010 we will have new French genetics available. 

Contact Roger French on (02) 63655500 or  

0428 677 011 after 5pm. 

 

 

WEST INLET MAINE ANJOU. 

For sale registered and commercial yearling bulls 

that are well grown and from a Johne MN3 herd. All 

cattle are eligible to travel to any state. Transport can 

be arranged if necessary.  

Priced from $2,000.00 to $4,000.00 per head. 

Shortly you will be able to see these animals on our 

website,  www.beachsideretreat.com 

For further details contact Chris or Janette on (03) 

64581350. Email: westinlet@tassie.net.au 

 

 

BPC MAINE ANJOU. 

If you’re looking for full blood genetics go no further 

than BPC. For further information contact  

Barry Jones on (02) 4869 3339 or  

Email bazbang@hotmail.com 

BEACHSIDE RETREAT WEST INLET, 

TASMANIA. 

Luxury self catering cabins overlooking secluded beach 

in north west Tasmania. 

10% discount given to members of the Maine Anjou 

Society Ltd. 

See www.beachsideretreat.com or email 

westinlet@tassie.net.au or telephone Janette on (03) 

6458 1350. 

 

IMPORTED FRENCH SEMEN 

Available  for sale is semen from the following French 

bulls:- 

Raphia 

Miroir 

Utile 

Spaghetti 

Price $45 per straw (includes GST). 

For details contact: 

The Secretary 

Maine Anjou Society Ltd 

Phone: 02 6365 5500 or 

Email: fenchfamily1@bigpond.com 
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What’s happening. 

Showing season is almost upon us again and although Jade Bicknall is now down at Palmerston North 

pursuing an Ag Science degree, her sister Gemma is still very keen to continue taking our Maine Anjou's 

to the various local shows. 

The first show on the calendar is our small local one at Clevedon on Nov 15.  Gemma will be taking 

David and Lyn's Thanet Blossom and Thanet Marigold with their calves ( a lovely bull and heifer, both 

out of Manitou Loujou ) I am also hoping to show a 2 yr heifer there - a first for me ( although not for 

the heifer, who was shown last year by Gemma ! )  

For the rest of the shows around  Auckland district 

Gemma will just be showing Marigold and calf as trans-

port options are limited but hopes to have the bigger 

contingent again at the Easter show.   

We really appreciate Gemma, Jade and mother Karen's 

hard work and loyalty to the breed (they really like the 

Maine's quiet temperament ) and I do believe they are a 

great help in keeping the breed 'out there'  

 Cheers,  Tessa. 

From across the Tasman cont….. 



C/- Secretary - Lyn French 

PO BOX 2537 

ORANGE NSW 2800 

Phone: 02 6365 5500 

Fax: 02 6365 5599 

E-mail: frenchfamily1@bigpond.com 

MAINE-ANJOU SOCIETY LTD 

Member’s List 

Want to know more about 

Maine Anjou????Check us out 

on the web. 

www.maine-anjou.com.au 

NSW MEMBERS  

B Jones, Bowral (02) 4869 3339 

D & R Robertson, Timor (02) 6546 8007 

DS Robertson, Timor (02) 6546 8123 

D Pottie, Gunnedah (02) 6742 4206 

RH & L French, Huntley (02) 6365 5500 

S Jones, Orange 0413 970 598 

G & R Severin, Brocklesby (02) 6029 4280 

P Cooper, Cudal (02) 6364 2015 

Dubbo College Senior Campus, Dubbo (02) 6882 4655 

E Peffer, Molong 0429800489 

N Hovey, St Ives (02) 9144 3004 

VIC MEMBERS   

PK & PA Caldwell, Tinamba (03) 5145 1486 

DA Hargrave, Yan Yean (03) 9716 2973 

AF & ME Carew, Eurack (03) 5234 6316 

T & JA Christensen, Glengarry (03) 5192 4325 

G Dyson, Panmure (03) 5567 6342 

M Hargrave, Yan Yean (03) 9716 2973 

R Hargrave, Flowerdale (03) 5780 1508 

QLD MEMBERS   

JD & M Connelly, Oakey (07) 4691 1155 

CD Mills, Wallumbilla (07) 4623 4357 

The Scots PG College, Warwick (07) 4666 9811 

SA MEMBERS  

E Spaeth, Wilmington (08) 8667 5460 

NJ & SF Joppick, Naracoorte (08) 8762 0180 

L & J Pfeiffer, Strathalbyn (08) 8536 3721 

WA MEMBERS   

JP Topen, Bullsbrook (08) 9571 1200 

TAS MEMBERS  

CAH & JM Bishop, Stanley (03) 6458 1350 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINES: 

MARCH ISSUE                     15.02.2010 

JUNE ISSUE                          15.05.2010 

NOVEMBER ISSUE             15.10.2010 

M A I N E - A N J O U  S O C I E T Y  L T D  

P A G E  1 0  


